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HO BIEU CHANH
(1885 — 1958)

Nguyén Trac

V&i Tan Da, van hoc Viét Nam da bat dau cé nhiing truyén dai hai bang quéc
ngr.

Thé loai ti€u thuyét thuc su bat dau véi hang loat tdc phdm cua H6 Biéu
Chanh & trong Nam va véi T6 Tam ndi tiéng clia Hoang Ngoc Phach & ngoai Bac.

H6 Bi€u Chanh, tén that 1a HO Van Trung, tu Bi€u Chanh, hiéu Th{ Tién, sau
ldy tu lam bat danh chinh thic, sinh tai lang Binh Thanh, huyén Kién Hoa, tinh Dinh
Tudng, nay la tinh Vinh Long, trong mot gia dinh lam rudng.

Chin tui hoc chit Han, ndm sau hoc chir qudc ngit, rdi vao trudng trung hoc
& My Tho va Sai Gon. Sau khi ddu Thanh chung (1905, 20 tudi) thi vao ngach ky luc
cla Soai phu Nam ky va trai qua nhiéu thuyén chuyén, cudi cung thang D&c phu s
(1936, 51 tubi). Thang Tam 1941 lam Nghi vién Hbi déng lién bang Dong Ducng va
Phé Dbc ly thanh phd Sai Gon, dong thdi lam Giam déc Nam ky tudn bao va Dai
Viét tap chi. Sau Cach Mang thang Tam, 6ng dugc mdi lam CG6 van cho Chinh phu
“Nam ky quéc”. Sau mdy thang Chinh phu nay that bai, éng lui v& & 8n & qué quan.
12 ndm sau 6ng mét & Pha Nhuén, tho 73 tudi.

HO Bi€u Chanh bat dau viét van tir sém. Ndm 1909 (21 tudi) viét truyén dai
dau tay U tinh luc, ngling viét gan 10 ndm va mét vai thé nghiém, chuyén sang viét
ti€u thuyét tir 1922 (6ng 39 tudi) cho dén lac chét. Trong gan 40 ndm &y, 6ng da
dé€ lai mot khéi lugng sang tac khéng nhd: cé6 nam viét dén 9 cubn nhu ndm 1957,
cuGi dai.

Su nghiép van hoc cuia 6ng gom:

- 64 ti€u thuyét.

- 12 tap truyén ngdn va truyén ké.
- 12 v4 hai kich va ca kich.

- 5 tap thag va truyén thg.

- 8 tap ky.

- 28 tap khao cltu va phé binh.

Ngoai ra, con cac bai dién thuyét va hai tac pham dich (Tinh st va Kim ¢ ky
guan). Truyén cua 6ng rat dudc ua thich & Nam bd. Nhiéu cudn dudc in di in lai dén
bdy, tam lan. Nhirng cubn sau day dudc ngudi dudng thdgi cha y:

- Ai lam duorc, 1912 — 1922,

- Chiia Tau kim quy (phéng theo Bé tirgc Monte-Cristo ciia A.Dumas bo), 1922.

- Cay ddang mui doi (phong theo Khéng gia dinh cia H. Malot), 1923.

- Tinh mgng, 1923.

- Mgt cher tinh, 1923.

- Nhan tinh émlgnh, 1925,

- Tién bac, bactién, 1925.

- Thay théng ngén, 1926.
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- Ngon ¢6 gi6 dua (phong theo Nhizng ngueoi khon khe ciia V. Hugo), 1926.

- Chit phgn linh dinh, 1925.

- Ké lam ngueoi chiu, 1928.

- Vi nghia vi tinh, 1929.

- Cha con nghia ngng, 1929.

- Khée tham, 1929.

- Nang ganh cang thuzong, 1930.

- Con nha nghéo, 1930

- Con nha giau, 1931

- Cuoi guong, 1935

- Thiét gia gia thiét, 1935

- No doi, 1936

- Pba hoa tan, 1936...

D& tai gan nhu bao quat phan I8n tdc phdm cla HO6 Bi€éu Chanh la cubc s6ng
Nam b6 tir néng thon dén thanh thi nhitrng nam dau thé ky XX cho dén Dai chién 1,
vGi nhitng x4o tron do chu nghia thuc dan mang lai. Nhan vat cia 6ng khéng mang
mau sdc udc 1&é ma la nhitng con ngudi co thuc cla xa hdi thuc dan. D6 la nhitng
HOi ddng, Dién chl, Nghi vién, Chu quén, Tri phu, Cai téng, chi nha may, chl tau,
Ky luc, Ky su, Bac vat, gai di, me Tay,... 6ng cd gdng vach duang tinh cach bon giau
sang that dic, chay theo tién bac danh Igi... Ong cling phan nao nhin didng dién
mao & I8p ngudi nghéo, that tha chat phac, c6 tam long nhan ai doéi khi cling biét
phan khang cho du ty phat va liéu linh.

Di nhién, ban than H6 Bi€u Chanh khéng y thic dugc nhiing dong gop ké
trén, cho nén nhan vat van dugc phan loai theo hai tuyén cé nghia c6 nhan va bat
nhan bat nghia. Xung dot thién ac van la xung dot cd ban.

Do la han ché.

V& nghé thuat ti€p thu truyén thong cau van nhu IGi néi thudng co tur thdi
Trugng Vinh Ky, ti€u thuyét cia éng ndém na binh di, dua dugc vao van xubi phong
cach ta thuc. Tuy nhién nhitng c6 gang cua 6ng cling chi mdi dirng ¢ ddy. Cau van
thi€u qua trinh tu s'c thdm my. Nhan vat dudc xay dung theo ciing mot ki€u, nhiéu
hanh dong ma it bi€u hién tam ly.

Ngudn: Téng tdp VHVN, GS Nguyén Trac chu bién, Nha XB KHXH, 1990
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